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IN-TRANSIT 
October 2016 

 

The President of Benin, His Excellen-
cy Patrice Talon, has demonstrated 
his government’s commitment to 
changing behaviours and restoring 
good road governance practices in his 
country, with the spotlight on police 
officers and drivers.  

 
According to a communiqué issued on October 25, 2016 by the 
Communication Directorate at the Presidency, the President of 
the Republic announced measures his government had taken to 
encourage drivers to adhere to good road governance practices, 
to observe road governance regulations in order to eschew prac-
tices which dent the image of the country. 
 
The communiqué indicated that as a result of vehicle checks and 
other harassments on the road to which the citizens are subject-
ed during security operations, resulting in recurrent and con-
sistent complains from trade and transport stakeholders, the 
President of the Republic had instructed that all such dishonora-
ble acts be stopped with immediate effect. 
 
To add meaning to the commitment of President Talon, the 

Presidency has put in the public domain phone numbers to ena-
ble victims of the said harassments to lodge complaints. These 
are: (+229) 21 30 98 36 (Landline) and (+229) 64 00 46 46 
(Whatsapp). 
 
“The Presidency counts so much on the active participation of 
all in the fight to restore some values on our roads,” said the 
communiqué. 
 
While admonishing law-enforcement agents on the road to do 
the right thing, the communiqué appealed to trade and transport 
stakeholders and other road users to desist from acts which have 
the tendency of undermining the work of the security agents. 
 
Borderless Alliance lauds the efforts of the President of Benin 
and its citizens, and encourages other countries in West Africa 
to demonstrate more commitment to fighting road harassments 
in order to improve the business environment for improved 
trade in the sub region.  

P�������� 
� B���� 
������� �
 ����
���� R
�� G
������� P������ �� ��� 
�����  

BA ����������� �� S������ WATIP S������� C
������� M������ �� A�� �  

On October 25, the Borderless Alliance participated in the 7th 
Steering Committee Meeting of the Promoting West African 
Trade Integration (WATIP) project. 
 
The meeting afforded participants the opportunity to review the 
general conditions and implementation challenges, and the pro-
gress and financial reports of Year 2 of the project. The commu-
nication and visibility plan, and the Year 3 work plan were also 
discussed. Implementation challenges raised during the meeting 
include the budget constraints at the ECOWAS Commission that 
led to the limitation or suspension of missions outside Abuja, 
and the change in the ECOWAS Commission management.  
 
WATIP is a project co-funded by the European Union (EU) un-
der the 10th European Development Fund and the German Fed-
eral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). It is implemented by Deutsche Gesellschaftfür Interna-
tionale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) through its Support Programme 
to the ECOWAS Commission based in Abuja. 
 
WATIP aims to strengthen the capacities of the ECOWAS Com-
mission in key areas of regional economic integration. It sup-
ports the ECOWAS Commission in accelerating the process of 
achieving an effective customs union in West Africa. 
 
WATIP has financially supported some activities of the Border-
less Alliance. These include Borderless Annual Conferences in 

Abidjan in 2015, and in Cotonou in 2016, as well as training 
workshops on the ECOWAS Common External Tariff (CET) for 
trade and transport stakeholders at major borders in West Africa. 

Dignitaries at the meeting 
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On October 11, the Borderless Alliance Secretariat supported an 
Annual General Meeting organized by the National Chapter of 
the Borderless Alliance in Ghana, which was held at the premis-
es of the Local Host Institution, the Ghana Shippers’ Authority, 
in Tema.  
Sponsored by DAMCO Logistics  and Tarzan Enterprise Ltd., 
both members of the National Committee, the meeting brought 
together representatives of 16 out of 26 member organizations 
in Ghana.  
 
Meeting participants reviewed past activities and achievements 
for 2016/2017 and also planned activities for 2017. 
A key issue discussed was the non-regular payment of dues. It 
was agreed that this hurts the local chapter’s activity level and 
also undermines the perception of commitment by the rest of the 
Alliance’s stakeholders.  
 
Members also agreed that meetings with top leadership of par-
ticular organizations requiring re-introduction on the Alliance 
could easily be arranged. The national committee was reconsti-
tuted as follows: 
• Tarzan Enterprise Ltd. –  President 
• Association of Ghanaian Industries (AGI) – Member 
• British American Tobacco –  Member 
• DAMCO Logistics –  Member 
• Ghana Shippers Authority –  Host Institution 
• Satellite Trans Ltd. – Member 
• USAID / ADVANCE –  Member 
 
The President of the newly constituted national committee, Mr. 
Ziad Hamoui, pledged his commitment to expand the member-
ship base in Ghana. 

“As the newly elected president, I will work together with the 
new executives of the committee, as well as all members, to 
continue to grow the membership base in Ghana,“ he said. 
 
The Borderless Alliance National Committee in Burkina Faso 
also elected into office a new executive committee during a 
General Assembly held in Ouagadougou on October 27. At the 
meeting, 10 organizations present, out of 17 members of the 
National Committee, adopted the Rules of Procedure and re-
newed the Executive Committee Office, which now consists of 
5 members, made up of: 1 President; 1 Secretary General (Host 
Institution); 1 Treasurer; 1 External Relations Officer, and 1 
Officer in charge of coordinating the Border Information Cen-
ters. 
 

Members of the Ghana National Committee 


